
Statistical Profile of New England’s Low- and Moderate-Income Areas
Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA



Percent Percent

Total population 333,624 100.0 41,749 100.0

Percent Living in LMI Areas 12.5

Male 161,436 48.4 20,688 49.6

Female 172,188 51.6 21,061 50.4

All Areas LMI Areas

Table 1: Percent of Population Living in 
Low- and Moderate-Income Areas

Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Demographic Profile: Low- and Moderate-Income Areas

Chart 1: Percent of Population Living in 
Low- and Moderate-Income Areas

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 1.

Figure 1: Low- and Moderate-Income Areas
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Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Demographic Profile: Age Distribution of the Population

Table 2: Age Distribution of the Population

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 1.

Chart 2: Age Distribution of the Population

Page 3

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

Under 5
years

5 to 14
years

15 to 24
years

25 to 34
years

35 to 44
years

45 to 54
years

55 to 64
years

65 years
and over

All Areas LMI Areas

Percent of Total Population

Percent Percent

Total population 333,624 100.0 41,749 100.0

Under 5 years 19,640 5.9 2,277 5.5

5 to 9 years 22,541 6.8 2,414 5.8

10 to 14 years 23,645 7.1 2,306 5.5

15 to 19 years 21,336 6.4 2,416 5.8

20 to 24 years 17,924 5.4 3,895 9.3

25 to 34 years 46,577 14.0 7,919 19.0

35 to 44 years 59,084 17.7 6,713 16.1

45 to 54 years 50,260 15.1 5,204 12.5

55 to 59 years 16,571 5.0 1,764 4.2

60 to 64 years 12,538 3.8 1,470 3.5

65 to 74 years 22,164 6.6 2,784 6.7

75 to 84 years 15,550 4.7 1,915 4.6

85 years and over 5,794 1.7 672 1.6

All Areas LMI Areas



Table 3: Race and Ethnicity of the Population

Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Demographic Profile: Race and Ethnicity of the Population

Chart 3: Race and Ethnicity of the Population

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 1.

Figure 2: Minorities as a Percent of Population
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Percent Percent

Total population 333,624 100.0 41,749 100.0

White 319,968 95.9 38,303 91.7

Black 2,656 0.8 995 2.4

American Indian and Alaska Native 903 0.3 221 0.5

Asian and Pacific Islander 3,844 1.2 828 2.0

Some other race 291 0.1 69 0.2

Two or more races 3,187 1.0 672 1.6

Hispanic 2,660 0.8 642 1.5

All Areas LMI Areas

Asian and Pacific 
Islander

1.2%

Two or more races
1.0%

Hispanic 
0.8%

White 
95.9%

Black 
0.8%

American Indian and 
Alaska Native

0.3%

Some other race 
0.1%

White 
91.8%

Black 
2.4%

Hispanic 
1.5% Asian and 

Pacific 
Islander

2.0%

American 
Indian and 

Alaska 
Native
0.5%

Two or more 
races
1.6%

Some other 
race 
0.2%

Note: Minorities comprise all persons who are not Hispanic white.

Note: White, Black, American Indian and Alaska Native, Asian and Pacific Islander, Some other race, and Two or more races do not
include Hispanics.



Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Demographic Profile: Nativity of the Population and Language Spoken at Home

Chart 5: Language Spoken at Home

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 3.

Chart 4: Nativity of the Population
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Percent Percent

Total population 333,624 100.0 41,796 100.0

Native born 321,768 96.4 39,070 93.5

Born in United States 319,113 95.7 38,657 92.5

State of residence 216,285 64.8 26,374 63.1

Different state 102,828 30.8 12,283 29.4

Born outside United States 2,655 0.8 413 1.0

Foreign born 11,856 3.6 2,726 6.5

Entered 1990 to March 2000 4,287 1.3 1,578 3.8

All Areas LMI Areas

Percent Percent

Total population 313,942 100.0 39,530 100.0

English only 290,147 92.4 33,460 84.6
Language other than English 23,795 7.6 6,070 15.4

Speak English less than "very well" 6,448 2.1 2,131 5.4

Spanish 2,757 0.9 590 1.5
Speak English less than "very well" 723 0.2 186 0.5

Other Indo-European languages 17,841 5.7 4,476 11.3
Speak English less than "very well" 4,247 1.4 1,428 3.6

Asian and Pacific Island languages 2,465 0.8 629 1.6
Speak English less than "very well" 1,139 0.4 300 0.8

All Areas LMI Areas
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Table 4: Nativity of the Population Table 5: Language Spoken at Home

Note: Native born includes persons born in U.S. Territories.



Table 6: Occupancy and Tenure Status

Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Housing Profile: Occupancy and Tenure Status of Housing Units

Chart 6: Occupancy and Tenure Status of Housing Units

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 1.

Figure 3: Owner-Occupied Housing Units as a 
Percent of Occupied Housing Units

Page 6

Percent Percent

Total housing units 154,511 100.0 22,507 100.0

Occupied housing units 135,357 87.6 19,264 85.6

Owner-occupied housing units 91,462 59.2 6,657 29.6

Renter-occupied housing units 43,895 28.4 12,607 56.0

Vacant housing units 19,154 12.4 3,243 14.4

All Areas LMI Areas
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Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Housing Profile: Race of Homeowners

Table 7: Race of Homeowners

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 1.

Chart 7: Race of Homeowners
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Percent Percent

Total Owner-Occupied 91,462 100.0 6,657 100.0

White 90,112 98.5 6,532 98.1

Black 252 0.3 28 0.4

American Indian and Alaska Native 140 0.2 7 0.1

Asian and Pacific Islander 465 0.5 44 0.7

Some other race 83 0.1 7 0.1

Two or more races 410 0.4 39 0.6

All Areas LMI Areas
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Note: Unlike Chart 3, Chart 7 shows racial composition only. It does not show ethnicity.



Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Housing Profile: Age Distribution of Homeowners and Renters

Chart 9: Age Distribution of Renters

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 1.

Chart 8: Age Distribution of Homeowners
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Percent Percent

Total Owner-Occupied Housing Units 91,462 100.0 6,657 100.0

15 to 24 years 748 0.8 75 1.1
25 to 34 years 10,777 11.8 821 12.3
35 to 44 years 23,081 25.2 1,415 21.3
45 to 54 years 22,869 25.0 1,521 22.8
55 to 64 years 13,983 15.3 1,023 15.4
65 to 74 years 10,836 11.8 962 14.5
75 to 84 years 7,312 8.0 652 9.8
85 years and over 1,856 2.0 188 2.8

All Areas LMI Areas

Percent Percent

Total Renter-Occupied Housing Units 43,895 100.0 12,607 100.0

15 to 24 years 4,999 11.4 1,676 13.3
25 to 34 years 12,249 27.9 3,556 28.2
35 to 44 years 9,448 21.5 2,659 21.1
45 to 54 years 6,165 14.0 1,766 14.0
55 to 64 years 3,366 7.7 1,014 8.0
65 to 74 years 3,163 7.2 930 7.4
75 to 84 years 3,063 7.0 720 5.7
85 years and over 1,442 3.3 286 2.3

All Areas LMI Areas
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Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Housing Profile: Age of Housing Stock

Table 10: Year Housing Unit Was Built

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 3.

Chart 10: Year Housing Unit Was Built

Page 9

Percent Percent

Total housing units 154,511 100.0 22,525 100.0

1939 or earlier 43,448 28.1 10,999 48.8

1940 to 1959 26,152 16.9 3,980 17.7

1960 to 1969 14,464 9.4 1,802 8.0

1970 to 1979 23,246 15.0 2,156 9.6

1980 to 1989 25,522 16.5 2,174 9.7

1990 to 1994 10,193 6.6 808 3.6

1995 to 1998 8,237 5.3 427 1.9

1999 to March 2000 3,249 2.1 179 0.8

All Areas LMI Areas
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Table 11: Value of Owner-Occupied Units

Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Housing Profile: Value of Owner-Occupied Units

Chart 11: Value of Owner-Occupied Units

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 3.

Figure 4: Median Value of Owner-Occupied Housing Units
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Percent Percent

Total Owner-Occupied Units 91,445 100.0 6,633 100.0

Less than $50,000 4,128 4.5 365 5.5

$50,000 to $99,999 22,767 24.9 2,779 41.9

$100,000 to $149,999 33,685 36.8 2,366 35.7

$150,000 to $199,999 14,791 16.2 614 9.3

$200,000 to $299,999 9,873 10.8 350 5.3

$300,000 to $499,999 4,569 5.0 116 1.7

$500,000 to $999,999 1,399 1.5 30 0.5

$1,000,000 or more 233 0.3 13 0.2

All Areas LMI Areas
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Table 12: Gross Rent of Renter-Occupied Units

Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Housing Profile: Gross Rent of Renter-Occupied Units

Chart 12: Gross Rent of Renter-Occupied Units

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 3.

Figure 5: Median Gross Rent of Renter-Occupied Units

Page 11

Percent Percent

Renter-Occupied Units 43,420 100.0 12,616 100.0

Less than $200 2,965 6.8 1,087 8.6

$200 to $299 2,178 5.0 766 6.1

$300 to $499 7,853 18.1 3,199 25.4

$500 to $749 18,052 41.6 5,623 44.6

$750 to $999 7,949 18.3 1,438 11.4

$1,000 to $1,499 2,122 4.9 237 1.9

$1,500 or more 582 1.3 45 0.4

No cash rent 1,719 4.0 221 1.8

All Areas LMI Areas
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Table 13: Gross Rent as a Percent of Household Income

Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Housing Profile: Gross Rent as a Percent of Household Income

Chart 13: Gross Rent as a Percent of Household Income

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 3.

Figure 6: Percent of Renter Households Paying 
35 Percent of More of Household Income in Rent
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Percent Percent

Renter-Occupied Units 43,420 100.0 12,616 100.0

Less than 15 percent 6,591 15.2 1,862 14.8

15 to 19 percent 7,164 16.5 2,130 16.9

20 to 24 percent 6,382 14.7 1,855 14.7

25 to 29 percent 5,498 12.7 1,556 12.3

30 to 34 percent 3,461 8.0 987 7.8

35 percent or more 12,226 28.2 3,848 30.5

Not computed 2,098 4.8 378 3.0

All Areas LMI Areas
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Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Socio-Economic Profile: Educational Attainment of the Population

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 3. Page 13

Percent Percent

Population 25 years and over 228,505 100.0 28,373 100.0

Less than 9th grade 8,887 3.9 2,246 7.9

9th to 12th grade, no diploma 16,134 7.1 3,314 11.7

High school graduate (incl. equivalency) 68,977 30.2 9,452 33.3

Some college, no degree 44,908 19.7 5,238 18.5

Associate degree 19,331 8.5 1,840 6.5

Bachelor's degree 45,498 19.9 4,282 15.1

Graduate or professional degree 24,770 10.8 2,001 7.1

Percent high school graduate or higher 89.1 80.4

Percent bachelor's degree or higher 30.8 22.1

All Areas LMI Areas
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Table 14: Highest Level of Educational AttainmentChart 14: Highest Level of Educational Attainment
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Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Socio-Economic Profile: Commuting to Work

Chart 16: Method of Transportation for Commuting to Work

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 3.

Chart 15: Travel Time to Work
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Percent Percent

Workers 16 Years and Over 165,786 100.0 20,089 100.0

Less than 30 minutes 117,183 70.7 14,687 73.1

30 to 44 minutes 31,063 18.7 2,848 14.2

45 to 59 minutes 9,179 5.5 1,350 6.7

60 or more minutes 8,361 5.0 1,204 6.0

All Areas LMI Areas

Percent Percent

Workers 16 Years and Over 173,122 100.0 20,743 100.0

Private Transportation 155,682 89.9 16,911 81.5

Public transportation 2,490 1.4 763 3.7

Walked or Other Means 7,614 4.4 2,415 11.6

All Areas LMI Areas
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Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Socio-Economic Profile: Industry of Employment

Table 17: Industry of Employment

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 3.

Chart 17: Industry of Employment
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Percent Percent

Workers 16 Years and Over 176,067 100.0 21,196 100.0

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and 
mining

1,651 0.9 205 1.0

Construction 10,617 6.0 1,338 6.3

Manufacturing 20,964 11.9 2,988 14.1

Wholesale trade 7,311 4.2 876 4.1

Retail trade 24,598 14.0 2,940 13.9

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 7,085 4.0 713 3.4

Information 5,808 3.3 872 4.1

Finance, insurance, real estate, and rental and 
leasing

16,845 9.6 1,473 6.9

Professional, scientific, management, 
administrative, & waste management services

15,880 9.0 1,711 8.1

Educational, health and social services 38,332 21.8 4,142 19.5

Arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation 
and food services

13,051 7.4 2,276 10.7

Other services (except public administration) 7,913 4.5 1,011 4.8

Public administration 6,012 3.4 651 3.1

All Areas LMI Areas
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Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Socio-Economic Profile: Occupation

Table 18: Occupation

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 3.

Chart 18: Occupation
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Percent Percent

Workers 16 Years and Over 176,067 100.0 21,196 100.0

Management, business, and financial operations 
occupations

25,753 14.6 2,159 10.2

Professional and related occupations 38,141 21.7 3,938 18.6

Service occupations 24,929 14.2 4,003 18.9

Sales and office occupations 49,294 28.0 5,544 26.2

Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 1,010 0.6 117 0.6

Construction, extraction, and maintenance 
occupations

14,415 8.2 1,853 8.7

Production, transportation, and material moving 
occupations

22,525 12.8 3,582 16.9

All Areas LMI Areas
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Table 19: Household Income

Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan NECTA
Socio-Economic Profile: Household Income and Poverty Status

Chart 19: Household Income

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, Summary File 3.

Figure 9: Percent of Households Earning 
Below the Federal Poverty Line
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Percent Percent

Total Households 135,369 100.0 19,204 100.0

Less than $10,000 10,192 7.5 3,168 16.5

$10,000 to $14,999 7,960 5.9 1,681 8.8

$15,000 to $24,999 16,752 12.4 3,381 17.6

$25,000 to $34,999 16,987 12.5 3,115 16.2

$35,000 to $49,999 24,340 18.0 3,523 18.3

$50,000 to $74,999 30,070 22.2 2,757 14.4

$75,000 to $99,999 14,498 10.7 1,001 5.2

$100,000 to $149,999 9,023 6.7 386 2.0

$150,000 to $199,999 2,487 1.8 75 0.4

$200,000 or More 3,060 2.3 117 0.6

Households Earning Below 
the Federal Poverty Line 11,206 8.3 3,377 17.6

All Areas LMI Areas
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