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INDUSTRIES DRIVING THE RECOVERY: 
MASSACHUSETTS

Massachusetts as a whole has had a more broad-based recovery 
than has Boston/Metro North. The state expanded employment 
in industries ranging from a 0.1 percent increase in both the In-
formation and Educational Services industries to a 5.4 percent 
increase in Administrative & Support Services industry between 
the fourth quarters of 2009 and 2010. During the same period, 
the Health Care & Social Assistance industry added over 12,100 
jobs, a 2.4 increase in employment. Job growth was spread across a 
number of the sub-industries that make up Health Care & Social 
Assistance, including: Social Assistance (3,200 jobs), Ambulatory 

Health Care Services (3,400 jobs), and Hospitals (5,700 jobs). Be-
tween the fourth quarters of 2009 and 2010, the state experienced 
slight declines in only three industries: Financial Activities, Whole-
sale Trade, and Management of Companies & Enterprises. As a re-
sult, employment growth between the fourth quarters of 2009 and 
2010 was 1.5 percent, exceeding the 0.9 percent increase in Boston/
Metro North.
Source: Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development ES-202.

Note:Industries are sorted by size in Massachusetts in Q4 2010.

14,167

51,209

57,652

89,700

97,961

121,231

123,919

135,138

135,576

162,164

207,732

254,371

256,425

258,398

340,471

351,143

525,816

0 150,000 300,000 450,000 600,000
Total Employment

Utilities
Arts, Entertainment, & Recreation

Management of Companies & Enterprises
Information

Transportation & Warehousing
Construction

Wholesale Trade
Other Services

Government
Administrative & Support Services

Financial Activities
Professional & Technical Services

Manufacturing
Accommodation & Food Services

Educational Services
Retail Trade

Health Care & Social Assistance

 
Q4 2010 Industry Employment

3.2

3.4

−1.5

0.1

1.5

0.5

−1.7

4.4

0.6

5.4

−1.2

1.1

1.0

3.4

0.1

2.2

2.4

−10 −5 0 5 10 15 20 25
Percent Change

 
Percent Change in Employment, Q4 2009 to Q4 2010




