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JOB VACANCIES AND VACANCY
RATES BY MAJOR OCCUPATION IN
GREATER BOSTON (Q4 2010)

At the end of 2010, nearly 70 percent of the vacancies in Greater
Boston were concentrated in six occupations. Sales positions ac-
counted for the largest share of vacancies (20.5 percent) and had
the highest vacancy rate (5.5 percent) of all occupations in Greater
Boston. Some of these positions, especially in retail, are seasonal in
nature. Other occupations with a large number of vacancies and an
above-average vacancy rate included Computer & Mathematical,
Business & Financial Operations, and Management occupations.
Some large occupational groups such as Office & Administrative
Support accounted for a high number of vacancies (11.0 percent
of the total for all occupations) but had a relatively low vacancy
rate (1.7 percent). Not surprisingly, the number of vacancies and
vacancy rates in occupations hit hard by the Great Recession, such

as Production, were extremely low in the region.

Source: Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development Job
Vacancy Survey.

Note: Vacancy rates are calculated by taking the total number of job vacancies and divid-
ing by the total number employed in the occupation.
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